Discussion of General Observations

What did we observe about student responses to these learning activities?


Students were engaged and enthusiastic.  They were motivated in algebra by the extra credit point.  In the SAT class, it was the students and teacher vs. the SAT.  The lessons all had components that required the kids to be actively involved.  Kids enjoyed the activities.


Evidence of misuse:  a case that looked initially like misuse was actually related to the project.  This happens in class, like when students write or read things that aren't exactly on task.  Software exists to monitor student computers.  Active participation of CPS system decreases off-task behavior.


Classroom management in all three classes was very strong.  Students quickly transitioned around the room, turned computers on, etc.  After two years of laptops, students (incoming 9th graders) should be accustomed to the typical routines.


Calculators and grapher--This is a philosopical question for the math department.  Terry pointed out that in the math lesson there was a point when a graphing calculator could have taken the problem to a different/visual level.


Tesselations--some kids couldn't verbalize the connection between geometry/math and tesselations.  Todd says the connection between the tesselation project and problem-solving is the search for patterns and recognition of patterns.  It also served as a culminating activity for the pattern work of the summer.  Thinking a totally different way and not finding "the answer" are also valuable math skills.

What do these student responses tell us about learning?


Students don't always see the connection between activities and the academic concepts behind the activities.  This can be a struggle in many subjects, not just math.


At St. Louis, the blending of art and math gives students who don't always do well in math a way to share other talents (drawing).

What implications do our observations and our thoughts about student learning have for, or what questions do these observations raise about learning in my own classroom or school?


Technology programs can be more successful when there is a strong technology infrastructure (hardware, software, training) in place.  Otherwise it's a "non-starter."  It's too difficult when teachers feel the whole burden is on them.  At Punahou, the tech people, support people, and one teacher per team were trained early and could support each other.


In Terry's district, Apple training helped teachers recognize their own learning styles and see that some students learn the same way.  


Technology has brought a new set of challenges.  Copy/paste, handwrite/type, sketchy online/authoritative print sources, the ease of information gathering.  Now our challenge is to teach students to collect and synthesize information rather than just gathering it.  Student perception of information ownership is "slippery."  What's theirs?  What can they use fairly?  Information gathering now takes 1 or 2 seconds and entails 1 or 2 Google searches.  Perservance, patience and in-depth searching need to be taught.


Teachers can keep in mind that the connections we make can go beyond this week--let's stay connected!


This lab school time is valuable for trying things, changing them, thinking things through with fewer demands on our time.  

